Aetat. 53.]
The care of living.
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He this year wrote also the Dedicationf to the Earl of Middlesex of Mrs Lennox's Female Quixote*, and the Preface to the Catalogue of the Artists Exhibition.^
The following letter, which, on account of its intrinsick merit, it would have been unjust both to Johnson and the publick to have with-helcl, was obtained for me by the solicitation of my friend Mr. Seward :
' To DR. STAUNTON, (NOW SIR GEORGE STAUNTON, BARONET*.) ' DEAR SIR,
' I make haste to answer your kind letter, in hope of hearing again from you before you leave us. I cannot but regret that a man of your qualifications should find it necessary to seek an establishment in Guadaloupe, which if a peace should restore to the French3, I shall think it some alleviation of the loss, that it must restore likewise Dr. Staunton to the English.
' It is a melancholy consideration, that so much of our time is necessarily to be spent upon the care of living, and that we can seldom obtain ease in one respect but by resigning it in another; yet I suppose we are' by this dispensation not less happy in the whole, than if the spontaneous bounty of Nature poured all that we want into our hands. A few, if they were thus left to themselves, would, perhaps, spend their time in laudable pursuits; but the greater part would prey upon the quiet of each other, or, in the want of other objects, would prey upon themselves.
'This, however, is our condition, which we must improve and solace as we can : and though we cannot choose always our place of residence, we may in every place find rational amusements, and possess in every place the comforts of piety and a pure conscience.
' In America there is little to be observed except natural curiosities. The new world must have many vegetables and animals with which philosophers are but little acquainted. I hope you will furnish yourself with some books of natural history, and some glasses and other instruments of observation. Trust as little as you can to report; examine all you can by your own senses. I do not doubt but you will be .able to add much to knowledge, and, perhaps, to medicine. Wild nations trust to
1 Boswell is ten years out in his date. This work was published in 1752. • The review of it in the Cunt. Mag. for that year, p. 146, was, I believe, by Johnson.
* lie accompanied Lord Macart-
ney on his embassy to China in 1792. In 1797 he published his Account of the Embassy.
3 It was taken in 1759, and restored to France in 1763. Penny Cyclo. xi. 463.
simples;
